RECORD CLAMPS
£50-£130

MINITEST

ISOkinetik
ISOpuck SS1
PRICE: £50 TELEPHONE: 0208 2418890 WEBSITE: isokinetik.co.uk

DETAILS
PRODUCT
ISOkinetik
ISOpuck SS1
ORIGIN
UK
WEIGHT
522g
FEATURES
Stainless steel
construction;
resonance damping
O-rings
DISTRIBUTOR
ISOkinetik

AN ELEGANT-LOOKING CLAMP,
the ISOpuck SS1 was originally
designed for use with SME turntables
as well as for the larger VPI and
Clearaudio decks. However, it is
equally suitable for many other
non-sprung turntables. It is precision
engineered from high-quality stainless
steel and ﬁtted with resonance
damping O-rings. The metal section
is 37mm high and 50mm in diameter.
Given the rather considerable weight
of the SS1, it might not be suitable for
use on turntables that employ a
lightly sprung sub-plinth, as it could
add signiﬁcantly to the sprung
weight, thereby shifting the position
of the sub-plinth into a less optimal
position. This is something that needs
to be considered when deciding on an
appropriate clamp for your turntable.
The robust-looking ISOpuck SS1
is well ﬁnished and the polished
stainless steel with three black
O-rings is likely to enhance the

appearance of any record deck
it’s placed upon.
When it comes to playback, I can
certainly hear subtle differences with
the clamp in use. For example, with
the magniﬁcent Polovetsian Dances
recording, there is a noticeable
improvement in imaging and slight
cleaning up of the top end, which is
especially noticeable with the vocals
in the chorus.

Four play

With the four harpsichords record, the
four instruments have been placed

from left to right across the soundstage
in the recording in order to achieve
maximum clarity, and I have a sense
that the individuality of each performer
is better preserved with the SS1 in
place. The driving bass line of Motor
Roller is very tight and punchy and
doesn’t interfere or detract from the
twittering electronic treble line ●

VERDICT
A solid clamp offering sonic improvements at a
good price, but not suited to sprung plinths

String Suspension Concept
Record Point 420
PRICE: £120 TELEPHONE: 0203 5442338 WEBSITE: nunudistribution.co.uk

DETAILS
PRODUCT
SSC Record
Point 420
ORIGIN
Germany
WEIGHT
420g
FEATURES
Aluminium and
stainless steel
construction
DISTRIBUTOR
NuNu Distribution

COMBINING DESIGN FLAIR
with great functionality is quite an
achievement for a record weight. The
420g clamp is 65mm in diameter and
26mm high. It is made from a block
of CNC-machined stainless steel and
capped top and bottom with highgrade aluminium. Again, it uses its
own weight to hold the record to the
surface of the platter and to help
correct any warps in the vinyl. The
Record Point 420 incorporates the
company’s ‘SSC technology’, which is
a design feature to ensure a smoother
application of the pressure between the
disc and the platter. It is claimed that
this results in a more homogeneous
sound image by dissipating vibrations
more evenly across the record.
Close inspection of the Record Point
reveals that there is a small gap
between the lower aluminium cap
and the stainless steel body with some
support material between them. This
is clearly SSC’s method of dissipating

unwanted vibrations and I ﬁnd that
the clamp slides over the centre
spindle and ﬁts very snugly onto
the record label.

Three dimensions

I am immediately struck by the
excellent 3-dimensionality and super
imaging with the Polovetsian Dances
recording. The chorus is a collection
of individual singers, rather than being
a congealed, uniﬁed sound, which
is excellent. This feeling of depth is
also something I believe I experience
with the JS Bach recording. The four

harpsichords are not all lined up across
the soundstage and there’s a sense that
not only are they spread out left to
right, but also staggered front to back,
which would doubtless have been the
case at the recording session. The
Richard Harvey synthesiser recording,
meanwhile, has great stability and
clarity in the lower registers too ●

VERDICT
Use of this clamp really seems to extract the
depth from recordings and it looks good too
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